
Mr. William "Bill" Kirkley
OCT  31, 1945 - APR  8, 2023

Scan to Visit



Table of Contents

Obituary Page 3

Events Page 4

Tribute Wall Page 5

Media Page 6

PAGE 2 OF 7



W illiam “Bill” Kirkley of Gilmer was born October 31,1945 in Pasadena, Texas

to Charles and Lorene McSwain Kirkley. Bill passed away on April 8, 2023
after a seven-year battle with Parkinson’s disease. After graduating from Dangerfield

High School, Bill joined the United States Air Force as security police. After and

honorable discharge from the Air Force in 1969 he returned to Dangerfield where he
met Beckle Wilson, his future wife.

Bill attended Kilgore Junior College and East Texas State University of Commerce.
Bill started his career with the Department of Public Safety as a State Trooper in 1974.

Bill and Beckle married on April 12, 1974. In his later years with the Department of

Public Safety on his days and nights off, he would substitute teacher, when called, for
three ISDs, and a football official for Thursday and Friday night games.

After retiring with a 28-year career with the Department of Public Safety, he
continued to substitute teach and then Bill began employment with the U.S. Marshall

Service as a part time guard. Bill was also a part time employee of the First Baptist

Church of Longview.
Bill was preceded in death by his parents, Charles and Lorene Kirkley, his niece,

Marise Kirkley and sister, Charlene Carter, in-laws Earl and Beulah Wilson, Carolyn
Williams, Linda Powell, and Wonda and Bill Honea.

Bill is survived by his wife of 48 years, Beckle Kirkley, son, Kyle Kirkley and his wife,
Allie, sister-in-law Earlene Walton and husband, Robert, brother-in-law Bruce

Wilson and wife Cathy, and brother-in-law Richard Williams, brother Darrell Kirkley

and wife Judy, along with several nieces and nephews.
Memorial Services will be held at 2pm, Saturday, May 6th, 2023 in the chapel of

Rader Funeral Home, 1617 Judson Rd. Longview TX. The family will receive friends
for an hour prior to service time.
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Visitation

Chapel of Rader Funeral Home of Longview

1617 Judson Road, Longview TX 75601

Celebration of Life

Chapel of Rader Funeral Home of Longview

1617 Judson Road, Longview TX 75601
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Saturday, May 6, 2023

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM CT

Saturday, May 6, 2023

2:00 PM CT
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Rader Funeral Home shared aWebcast Video.

May 6 at 9:47 AM

ET Emilie Thane lit a candle in honor of William.

May 5 at 4:47 AM

Anonymous sent an Emerald Garden Basket to the Kirkley family.

May 4 at 6:41 PM
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Rader Funeral Home shared aWebcast Video. May 6 at 9:47 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring William by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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